Fragile and Faithful

2 Corinthians 4:7-14 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power
belongs to God and not to us. 8 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not
driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always carrying
in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. 11 For
we who live are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may
be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So death is at work in us, but life in you. 13 Since we have the
same spirit of faith according to what has been written, "I believed, and so | spoke," we also believe,
and so we also speak, 14 knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and
bring us with you into his presence.

God'’s strength shines most brightly in our weakness.

1 Corinthians 1:28-29 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to
bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God.

2 Corinthians 13:4 For he was crucified in weakness, but lives by the power of God. For we also are
weak in him, but in dealing with you we will live with him by the power of God.

2 Timothy 2:20-21 Now in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver but also of wood
and clay, some for honorable use, some for dishonorable. Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from
what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel for honorable use, set apart as holy, useful to the master of
the house, ready for every good work.

The power Jesus gives brings victory in the battles we face.
2 Corinthians 3:5 Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our
sufficiency is from God.

Romans 8:37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.

Our confidence in the truth keeps us from compromising the message.

2 Corinthians 4:2 But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice
cunning or to tamper with God's word, but by the open statement of the truth we would commend
ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight of God.

2 Corinthians 3:12 Since we have such a hope, we are very bold...

Ephesians 6:19-20 And also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to
proclaim the mystery of the gospel, for which | am an ambassador in chains, that | may declare it
boldly, as | ought to speak.

Acts 4:13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were
uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been with
Jesus.



